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Tanzania 
In northern Tanzania market trading and  
small scale farming is what makes the economy  
tick. It can be a hand to mouth experience.  
With loans as small as £100 we are helping 
over 7,000 small businesses grow.

Mozambique
The number of savers has also been 
growing in Mozambique. In 2011  
Opportunity savings clients increased by 
40% to 55,000. We are about to deploy a 
mobile 4x4 bank to reach people living in 
some of the remotest parts of Zambézia, 
Mozambique’s poorest province.
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Rwanda
As our network in the rural areas has 
grown, more and more Rwandan  
farmers are coming to us for loans.  
Our average first agricultural loan is  
£77 which can be repaid in full at  
harvest time when incomes rise.
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Other Partners
We also work in the Democratic  
Republic of the Congo, Kenya  
and South Africa. 

OVERVIEWOVERVIEW

Ghana
Over 320,000 Ghanaians now save with 
us, an increase of 80% on last year. We 
are now piloting an account tailored to 
cocoa farmers: they save during harvest 
and make planned withdrawals in leaner 
times helping stabilise family incomes 
and expenditure.
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Malawi
Despite in-country economic 
challenges, we have also seen the 
numbers of savers increase in Malawi. 
Opportunity Malawi opened over 
100,000 new savings accounts in 2011 
taking the total to over 410,000.
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Uganda
We’ve made it easier to open a savings 
account in Uganda which has led to a huge 
growth in the number of people opening 
accounts in 2011. Opportunity Uganda is also 
providing 77 schools with loans to improve 
their facilities and hire qualified teachers.
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COVER IMAGE: Opportunity client Adwoa and her granddaughter from Koforidua, Ghana

              Microfinance has a lot of 
              potential in Tanzania. There are 
42m people in Tanzania and only 5m  
have a formal bank account. At least 
15m people need our help. My vision is 
to secure them a better life not just by 
providing financial services but by  
actually granting them respect and  
dignity in their own communities. 

Stanley Tsikirayi 
CEO Opportunity Tanzania

WATCH STANLEY’S VIDEO INTERVIEW IN FULL: 
OPPORTUNITY.ORG.UK/TANZANIA

Opportunity International’s work in 9 of the poorest 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa continues to  
thrive. In fact we’re now serving 1,000,000  
poor Africans with basic financial services.  
Here are some highlights…

Opportunity News in brief
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We are now serving 
over 1,000,000  
people in Africa with 
small loans, savings 
and insurance.

Serving over

1,000,000
individuals



Meet Helen
Helen is married with 4 children and lives 
in Arusha, Tanzania. 5 years ago she used 
to sell drinks on the roadside. With a loan 
from us she has diversified her business 
and now sells saris in the market. With a 
30% profit margin, business is booming.  
Together she and her husband are saving 
to buy a plot of land and build a house.

CLIENT STORYCLIENT STORYCOUNTRY UPDATECOUNTRY UPDATE
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The microfinance sector in 
Tanzania is growing but is 
concentrated heavily in urban areas.  
Opportunity International is still  
in its infancy in Tanzania but is  
already creating a good name for 
itself by providing basic financial 
services in remote rural areas where  
the country’s poorest people live.

Happy Employers  
In a recent survey in Arusha all borrowers asked 
said that their quality of life had improved since  
they joined Opportunity International. A third said  
they are now employing people and creating jobs.

Mount 
Kilimanjaro

Keeping Coffee Farmers Healthy 
In partnership with PharmAccess and the 
Kilimanjaro Coffee Cooperatives, we are 
providing 1,000 coffee farmers and their 
families with comprehensive outpatient 
health and maternity care through our health 
insurance policy costing about £12 a year.

Life Insurance for a Family of Five 
All our loans include a basic life insurance, 
which pays out a substantial sum of money  
in the instance of a death in the family.

Top Stories

NO. OF CLIENTS LOAN PORTFOLIO

7,232 £1,100,000

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT OUR WORK IN TANZANIA OPPORTUNITY.ORG.UK/TANZANIA

Tanzania Latest

Arusha

Dar es 
Salaam

Tanzania

Opportunity client, Sephina, a banana wholesaler
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Appeal Success – Thank You 

New Microinsurance Products

WHAT’S NEWWHAT’S NEW

We launched our first ever public Christmas Appeal in November and you, together with the  
readers of City A.M., responded with great generosity. A staggering £753,325 was raised. Thanks  
to gift aid and the UK Government’s £ for £ match, our appeal has now exceeded £1.5m. In the 
words of Andrew Mitchell, the Secretary of State for International Development, “The success 
of this appeal will mean that thousands more people will now get the loans, insurance and 
savings schemes they need to give them the chance to stand on their own two feet”.

Covering the cost at a time of loss 
A funeral in Ghana is expensive and can cost 
a family thousands. Because less than 2% of 
Ghanaians have insurance to help them cover 
these kinds of costs, families are often forced 
to sell assets or deplete their savings to pay 
for the costs.

Opportunity’s MicroEnsure have partnered 
with Ghanaian mobile provider TIGO to offer 
life insurance to people for the first time. 
Already we’re providing over 300,000 people 
with this insurance increasing the number 
of Ghanaians with life insurance by 12%. 
The claims and pay-outs can be made easily 
through a mobile handset.

Meet William
When William’s mother died in his arms, he was able to  
cover important funeral costs thanks to his insurance policy. 
After submitting some documents he received a cheque for 
£420. Whilst it didn’t bring his Mum back it helped a great 
deal at a tough time. He is now a champion for life insurance.

STAFF PROFILESTAFF PROFILE

FIND OUT ABOUT OUR TEAM  OPPORTUNITY.ORG.UK/EXPLORE/WHAT-WE-DO

Meet Alefa
We caught up with our Malawian colleague Alefa Mtunga, one of  
our Regional Managers, for a first hand view of our work in Malawi.

Q  What motivated you to work for 
Opportunity International? 

A  I was the fifth born in my family. I am 
now one of only two surviving children, 
having lost my parents, two sisters and 
three brothers to AIDS. My experience 
is not uncommon in Malawi. It taught 
me to have empathy with our clients. 
Working with Opportunity has enabled 
me to help our clients build vision and 
to encourage them not to give up.

Q  What did clients do with their money 
before Opportunity arrived in their locality?

A  Before Opportunity arrived, clients were 
keeping their money underground, in 
pillows or entrusting it to their relatives. 
Most of them had no money to invest in 
and grow their businesses.

Q  What do you like most about working  
for Opportunity? 

A  I like seeing a family that had lost hope 
growing financially and spiritually after 
getting assistance from Opportunity.

Q  What is your vision for Opportunity? 
A  My vision is that in 5 years to come 

Opportunity Bank will be the biggest bank 
in Malawi reaching the remotest and most 
inaccessible parts of the country.

Alefa, buying refreshments from a client’s business

A bustling Ghanaian marketplace
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Angel Court, 81 St Clements 
Oxford, OX4 1AW, UK

Call us on: 
01865 725 304

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.opportunity.org.uk

Legacy Giving

Have you thought about writing Opportunity International into your Will? 
A legacy gift will help Opportunity International to deliver support to future 
generations, transforming lives for many years to come. Amending an existing Will 
is usually straight forward and any money left to charity in your Will is exempt from 
inheritance tax. From 6 April 2012, the Government has created a really tax efficient  
way to leave a legacy. For more information please call us or visit our website.


