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Globally, there are more than 50 million children out of school.  
The majority of these children are in developing countries, over  
half are in Africa. With no education these children can find  
themselves trapped in a cycle of poverty.
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COVER IMAGE: Students at Vivian Adama’s low-cost community school in Ashaiman, Ghana.

Unleashing The Power  
Of Education
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Here at Opportunity International, we’re using our  
experience in providing financial services to respond to 
this need. By innovatively investing in micro-entrepreneurs 
who set up accessible, affordable, local primary schools, we 
aim to provide many more children with education and the 
opportunity to lift themselves out of poverty.   

This Update edition focuses on how we are helping to provide 
a decent education to more children in Africa. Evelyn’s story, on  
page 5, is a great illustration of how one entrepreneur’s dream, 
with the help of an Opportunity loan, can help provide an education  
to a whole community. I hope you enjoy reading her story.

I also want to update you on the impact of our work in Southern  
Malawi. Two years on from our Christmas appeal to expand 
access to financial services in the area, thousands more people 
are working their way out of poverty – find out more on page 7. 
 
Your support helps make this work possible. 

Thank you.
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Opportunity
In most UK state primary schools, the average class size 
is 27 students. In Ghana, it is 87 and in Uganda it’s even  
higher at 91. That’s 91 students in a small, hot classroom  
with one teacher. This is the case for many state primary 
schools across Africa – overcrowded with overworked 
teachers. What’s more, for the students who make it to 
these schools, they often have to walk miles to get there 
– one in five communities in Ghana have no state school 
within a five mile radius.  

The response? The creation of good quality, local, low-
cost community schools. These community schools 
play an essential role in developing an African country’s 
education system – they are accessible, have smaller 
class sizes and offer more affordable schooling.   

Edward Fox CEO
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Students at Ketava primary  
school, Malawi.

Students at 
Richmercy 
School, 
Ghana.
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Evelyn’s Story…

Bestway Grammer School started out in 2006 as a wooden 
shelter with just seven students. Evelyn Nuku, the school 
proprietor, set up the school after seeing the lack of 
opportunities in the area – a suburb of Accra, Ghana.

When Evelyn (pictured) first heard about Opportunity 
International, and its school loan products, she applied for 
her first loan and was able to use this to start building a 
proper structure.

Today Bestway Grammar School has 300 students, 16 
teachers and a three storey building that provides classes 
for 3 to 16 years old. The school is getting great results. Last 
year, nine out of 20 students gained A*s across all subjects.

       Without the loan 
from Opportunity the  
building would not  
have happened, the  
school would not have 
grown and children  
would have lacked 
education. Opportunity 
gives opportunity.

Evelyn Nuku

The Importance of a Girls’ Education

•  Every year of primary school increases a girls’ eventual earnings by 10-20%  
and reduces the child mortality rate by 5%.

•  The child of a mother who completed primary education is 40% less likely to  
die before the age of 5 years old.

When girls receive education they marry later, their children live longer,  
communities thrive and economies grow.

What’s remarkable about these 
schools is that they are set up by 
local entrepreneurs, often teachers, 
who want to help lift their own 
communities out of poverty. In order 
to support these micro-entrepreneurs, 
Opportunity International has created 
special loans for the education sector. 
Tailored school loans provide the 
money needed to build better schools 
in deprived areas, and school fee loans 
provide parents with ability to manage 
their cash flow in order to cover costs 
such as uniforms and school fees at 
the beginning of the school term. 

How a school load to a  
micro-entrepreneur works
A school loan will typically help pay for:

The loan is repaid over approximately 
three to five years.

Buildings
Toilets
Resources

School food
Staff salaries
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quality rating, low cost community schools 
are outperforming state schools in all 
areas. For example, of the top 10 scoring 
schools in a district, 80% or more are  
low-cost community schools.

Q  Why do low cost community  
schools perform better? 

A  The parent to teacher ratio in these 
community schools is relatively low and 
therefore the quality of teaching and 
learning is far better. Affordability and 
access play a big part too. Because they 
are low cost and local – students can 
afford to attend more frequently and don’t 
have to pay to travel far. These community 
schools also tend to have better facilities 
and resources, such as toilets, books and 
meals, which all help to provide a much 
more conducive learning environment.
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Q & AQ & A MALAWIMALAWI

We caught up with Christian Nyidiku, Head of Education Finance for 
Opportunity International Ghana, to explain more about these low cost 
community schools and why investing in them is crucial to provide an 
improved education for more children in Africa.

In 2011 we ran our first of two Christmas appeals with City A.M. 
and the UK Government’s UK Aid Match, which raised £1.5 million 
for Opportunity International’s work in southern Malawi. The appeal 
funded a two-year project to expand grassroots banking services in 
one of the poorest regions in Malawi.

Why Invest In Low Cost  
Community Schools?

Working their way  
out of poverty 

Q  Do low cost community schools create  
a two-tier education system? 

A  Many governments in Africa, certainly in 
Ghana, are unable to meet the demand for  
good and accessible schools. Rather than  
competing with state schools, these low 
cost community schools fill this gap and  
respond to this need. They are also affordable  
– the cost of attending a basic community 
school in  Ghana is just £42 a year.

Q  Are these schools regulated? 
A  Low cost community schools are 

registered by the Ministry of Education.  
They are therefore monitored and 
regulated as per state schools.

Q  Do these schools offer the same  
national curriculum and national  
testing as state schools? 

A  Students in low cost community schools 
sit exactly the same national tests as 
students in state schools. In Ghana, the 
national curriculum and tests for primary 
level is the Basic Education Certificate 
Examination (BECE) and, according to the 
Ghana Education Service (GES) School 

More than just figures

Access to these branches, loans and savings accounts is  
enabling people in southern Malawi to work their way out of  
poverty. Thousands can now feed their family and send their  
children to school thanks to improved financial security 
from their growing businesses and increased incomes.

Here is a snapshot of what has been achieved so far:

3
NEW BRANCHES  

(IN LIMBULI, 
BLANTYRE & 

NSANJE)

10,409
ENTREPRENEURS &

524 
FARMERS HAVE RECEIVED  

LOANS & TRAINING

4,149 
CLIENTS HAVE 

OPENED SAVINGS 
ACCOUNTS 

7,000 
PEOPLE ARE 

ACCESSING MOBILE 
PHONE BANKING 

SERVICES 
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Call us on: 
01865 725 304

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.opportunity.org.uk

Give the next generation an Opportunity 

Gifts left in Wills are vital to the future of our work. 
Please remember Opportunity International in 

your Will. With 98% of micro-loans being repaid 
and recycled, it is a gift that really does keep  

on giving. It will last for generations.

Mukamuhizi Alphosina is married with
 two children. She grows and sells beans, 

corn, and wheat and thanks to a loan  
from Opportunity International her crop  

and income have increased. This has  
enabled Mukamuhizi to build a  

house for her family and pay  
for her children to go to  

school. Mukamuhizi’s  
family can now hope  

for a better future. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL JENNY ON 01865 725304  

OR VISIT WWW.OPPORTUNITY.ORG.UK/GIFT_IN_WILLPh
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